Personal Statement for the 2nd JPS-SPR/APS Fostering Leadership Program
EI am a pediatric xxxxxxxx, having an MD and Ph.D. As a clinician and researcher, I am enthusiastic about improving children’s health and development. I have a wide variety of clinical experiences from primary to tertiary care and from acute to chronic patient care phases. In terms of a research field, I have conducted a broad spectrum of studies such as the xxxxxxxx of xxxxxxxxx, xxxxxxxxxs of congenital xxxxxxxxxx disorders, and a retrospective study of xxxxxxxxxxxxxxx. I have learned comprehensive skills and knowledge regarding DNA, RNA, protein handling, transfection of cell cultures, analyzing xxxxxxxxxxx of xxxxxxxxxx, statistical analysis, oral presentation, and academic writing. Recognizing my contribution to pediatric science, the xxxxxxxxxxxxxx have named me an awardee of the xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx Program. This award has been established to provide an opportunity for young Japanese investigators to conduct research at US-based laboratories for postdoctoral training in the field of xxxxxxxxxxx. This honorable award led me to my mentor, xxxxxx xxxxxx’s lab in xxxxxxxx. I have an obligation and a right to do valuable research and become an outstanding researcher to contribute to the Japanese and American academic society and children’s health.
I feel confident and prepared to execute this project. The essential scientific expertise and skillsets I have gained through my previous studies will apply to my proposed research. Under the supervision of Dr. xxxxxxx, I have already had success in achieving preliminary data using a xxxxxxxxxxxx, which will be the basis of this project. This project will contribute to expanding treatment options for xxxxxxxxx and help me build a foundation as an independent translational researcher.
ver since junior high school, I have felt a strong desire to be a scientist or researcher and contribute to scientific developments that enhance people’s health and well-being. During my 10-year-long clinical career as a pediatrician, I have been involved in the care of many children with intractable neurological disorders such as cerebral palsy and acute encephalopathy. I have always longed to take better care of them; however, there are a limited number of effective treatments and support options for such ailments. My passion to improve their overall health, therefore, led me to the field of basic science in neurology, where I devoted myself to researching the origin of diseases, as it were, genetics.
Participating in large research projects as a PhD student, I became convinced that both solid clinical and laboratory experiences are essential to unravel undiscovered truths about neurological disorders. Our research team had once analyzed the genomic framework of children with cerebral palsy, who had full-term births and inconclusive brain MRI findings, using trio whole exome sequencing and array comparative genome hybridization. We identified many more pathogenic gene variants than we had originally expected. This experience truly enhanced my academic interests and increased my motivation to tackle further challenges, especially those focused on developing effective treatments for such children. This experience made me realize that my diligent and calm personality will come to my aid while tackling assiduous laboratory work, and my strong sense of responsibility will allow me to complete tough research processes and publish a majority of the outcomes. However, I need more skills and experiences to conduct valuable research in this field.
My goal for my participation in the JPS-SPR/APS Fostering Leadership Program is to learn more about effectively designing studies and laboratory techniques and broaden my network and knowledge as a neurologist and researcher. I aspire to learn how to conduct research using techniques, such as the advanced technology of gene therapy (e.g. miRNA-mediated therapy, viral vector, and CRISPR/Cas9 gene editing), that have always impressed me and use them to contribute to the field of neurogenetics. Being an open-minded, quick learner, further experiences in your laboratory will definitely strengthen my skill and knowledge, which, in turn, will enable me to serve children suffering from neurogenetic diseases through my research work.
I look forward to the academic challenges and new endeavors. 
Yusuke Xxxxx YyyyyTakezawa, MD, PhD
